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1 UnfairBlame 

"It is indeed not fair to blame Europe for something which Europe has not caused" Barroso, 2014 
Düsseldforf: 3). 
 

2 Crisis=chance4deeper_integr 

The financial crisis needs to be an occasion to go further and deeper in the EU integration (e.g. Juppé 
2011). Only economic growth under unified conditions can lead to a deeper integration in the EU 
(Cazeneuve 2012:7).  
 
Sikorski 2011: "If we are not willing to risk a partial dismantling of the EU, then the choice becomes as 
stark as can be in the lives of federations: deeper integration, or collapse.". 
 

3 DIVERSITY=CHALLENGE 

The growing number of EU members poses new challenges. Their diversity represents a challenge to 
European unity and the consequences of the EU enlargement in the composition of EU institutions 
need also to be ironed out (see Fabius 2014). 
 

4 Divided_Europe 

The EU is a divided Union in many ways (NOT THE SAME AS POLITICAL DIFFERENTIATION).  
There are divisions/cleavages of both geographical as well as inter-institutional nature i.e. a 
North-South divide (affluent - emergent), an East-West divide (socially liberal, illiberal), and also a 
threefold divide between European institutions (EU Commission, Parliament, Council). 
 
European Parliament Resolution (2010): 
"[The EP] notes that the European Union is finding it more difficult than other regions in the 
world to get out of the crisis, largely on account of inappropriate, insufficient and belated 
political responses to the crisis and the structural weakness of its governance capacity, and notes 
the risk that the crisis will seriously and permanently weaken its economic, and thus political,   
position on the world stage, which perhaps will only be regained in the long term and if the   
EU is able to consider the sustainability of the concept of the ‘European way of life’ without   
undermining its core values." 
 

5 EU=Leadership_crisis/MS=Leadership_crisis 

The EU has not been a leader speaking with a single voice. The European leadership is characterised by 
limited horizons and short-term goals. Countries are paying the cost of a "non-Europe", since true 
European governance, which would have hindered the spreading of the financial crisis, does not exist 
in the eyes of the speaker ("leadership crisis" Italian minister Terzi 10.11.2011). The European 
Parliament criticizes "inappropriate, insufficient and belated political responses to the crisis and the 
structural weakness of its governance capacity" (EP Resolution 2010). 
 
"Since the beginning of the debt crisis - let's be honest - Europe has disappointed" (Sarkozy 1.12.2011: 
5). 
 
This is also true in some instances for the leadership of individual MS.  
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Poor European Management of the crisis. 
 

6 Renationalisation/Populism  

In the face of the financial crisis, populist and nationalist eurosceptic movements started spreading in 
the EU. Furthermore, a trend of renationalisation of larger problems can be identified.  
 

7 Solidarity w/ condition 

Solidarity amongst EU MS and within the EU as a whole, however, not unconditional.  
Struggling MS have to meet certain criteria or accept the implementation of certain measures in order 
to have access to solidarity both financial and political.  
 
Merkel 2010: 
"Damit kommt dem Thema der Haushaltskonsolidierung in allen Mitgliedsstaaten eine 
außergewöhnliche Bedeutung zu. Deshalb wird auch der Zugang zu den Garantien, die wir für 
diejenigen einrichten, die den Schutz des Euros brauchen, daran geknüpft sein, dass beim IWF 
und der Europäischen Union Konsolidierungsprogramme vorgelegt werden, die regelmäßig 
überprüft werden." 
 
Brüderle 2012: 
"Bei allen Reformen und großen Veränderungen wird man meines Erachtens in der Zeitachse über 
kleine Zugeständnisse an die griechische Regierung reden können. Zeit kostet Geld. Das ist richtig. 
Eine Finanzierung von Reformpausen wird es nicht geben dürfen. Keine Leistung ohne 
Gegenleistung. Das ist eine klare Linie dieser Koalition."  
 

8 UnitedStatesOfEUROPE/Future_of_Europe 

The crisis is the occasion to create and start building the United States of Europe (Letta 2013: 3). 
 

9 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014) 

Whereas the EU institutions officially communicate to the outside world that the EU is united in the 
fight against the crisis, in order to ensure the stability of the Euro area, MS are more and more divided 
between themselves and increasingly move away from the Union (e.g. Grexit). 
 

9.1 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Diff_Int 

Differentiated integration resulting from political heterogeneity and a divergence of MS preferences. 
Actors may recommend different forms of differentiated integration as a way out of the crisis e.g. 
"verstärkte Zusammenarbeit", "Kerneuropa", "core europe", "enhanced cooperation". 
 
Merkel 2012: 
"Immer wieder kommt die Frage: Wollt ihr einen Teil ausschließen? Ich sage: Nein, das wollen wir nicht. 
Aber wenn ein Teil der verstärkten Zusammenarbeit - und so etwas ist ja der Euro - spezielle Probleme 
hat, dann können wir doch nicht sagen: Diese Probleme lösen wir nicht, weil noch nicht alle dabei 
sind." 
 
European Parliament Resolution 2013: 
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"[The EP] considers differentiation to be a useful and appropriate tool to promote deeper integration, 
which, to the extent that it safeguards the integrity of the EU, can prove essential to achieving a 
genuine EMU within the Union.". 
 
"[...] fiscal policy rules in the EU are implemented in a differentiated way, responding to 
country-specific situations" (Rhen April 2013: 3). 
 

9.2 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Causes_of_the_Crisis 

Different actors interpret the crises in various ways dependent on their point of view, their 
country's/institution's involvement in the crises and their political affiliation. Accordingly, 
politico-economically left-leaning actors identify the origins of the crises in a deregulation of and a 
lack of responsibility within the financial market. On the other side, fiscally conservative actors view the 
crises predominantly through the lens of excessive public debt in certain Member States.  
 
Merkel 2012 (on both issues): 
"Die weltweite Finanzkrise hat uns dramatisch vor Augen geführt, dass ein unzureichend regulierter 
Bankenmarkt ganze Staaten an den Rand des Abgrunds führen kann". 
 
"Die Krise zeigt uns, dass Fehlentwicklungen in einzelnen Mitgliedsstaaten tatsächlich den gesamten 
Euro in Bedrängnis bringen können.". 
 
 

9.2.1 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Causes_of_the_Crisis\a_national_fault/blame_game 

The main causes of the crises are to be found in the excessive public debt in MS such as Greece, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy etc.  
Therefore, those MS and their respective economies find themselves as magnets for much of the 
blame.  
Condescending treatment as well as the perception of a 'blame game' taking place are not unusual. 
 
Merkel 2012: 
"Die sehr harten Reformmaßnahmen bedeuten natürlich viele Einschnitte für viele Bürgerinnen und 
Bürger in diesen Ländern. Aber wir sehen auch, dass es Ergebnisse gibt: In Irland, in Portugal, in 
Spanien, aber eben auch in Griechenland sind die Lohnstückkostendeutlich gesunken."  
 

9.2.2 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Causes_of_the_Crisis\b_market_fault/market_utopia 

The actor stresses that the belief in the utopia of self-regulation in the market system has led to the 
financial crisis.  
This notion often goes along with criticisms of deregulation of the financial sector taking their origin 
from neoliberal economic philosophies.  
 
European Parliament Resolution (2010): 
"[The EP] notes that this crisis marks the limits of a system of self-regulation and over-reliance on   
the capacity of market participants in the financial sector and of rating agencies always to   
correctly assess and properly manage risks and avoid moral hazard."  
 

9.3 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\European_Values/European_Struggle 
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Positive reference to European values such as democracy, peace, prosperity, security, solidarity.  
Importance of European solidarity rather than national or individual decisions.  
 
Also: reference to the European (hi)story of perseverance, struggle against war and authoritarianism.  
 
Merkel 2011: 
"Das [Anm.: gemeint sind Willkürherrschaft und Diktatur] war eine Erfahrung, die nicht nur ein Teil der 
Deutschen, nämlich die Ostdeutschen, gemacht haben, sondern das war auch eine europäische 
Erfahrung."  
 

9.4 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\National_Individualism 

Actors prefer to seek solutions on a national rather than a European or global level.  
Often cited as a prerequisite towards further EU or global politics as nations and national economies 
have to be brought back on track before. 
 
Can be accompanied by populism, fear-mongering and nationalism.  
The way out of crisis is first and foremost national, then global, at last European. 

9.5 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Solidarity w/o condition  

Similiar to the notion "No One Is Left Behind".  
Unconditional solidarity within the EU and amongst MS.  
Solidarity within the EU goes along with equality in the treatment of EU MS.  
No victim-blaming, no fear-mongering. Instead solidarity and empathy. 
 

9.6 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Crisis=chance 

Crisis as a chance. Not only as a chance for deeper European integration but as a chance through 
different lenses e.g. more solidarity, less regulation. 
 
see for instance Sarkozy speech on 1.12.2011 
 

9.7 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Patriotism 

Political leaders use patriotic and pathetic language to uplift the spirits of their citizens in the face of 
the crisis. 
 

9.8 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Worst crisis/Hist_dimension 

The financial crisis has been the biggest challenge so far for the EU porject as envisaged by its 
founding fathers (Monti 2011). 
 
Martin Schulz, MEP (S&D) 2011: "Mr President, ladies and gentlemen, we are in the midst of a serious 
crisis which is threatening the process of European integration. We need to be completely clear about 
this.". 
 

9.9 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\No_€_No_Union 

If the Monetary Union should fail, the entire EU would collapse.  
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No political union without a shared currency. Moreover, the European economy remains a bank-based 
system (in contrast for instance to the US) (Olli Rhen April 2013: 3). 
 

9.10 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Diff_EU support 

Citizens in the "new" MS that accessed the EU in 2004 seem to adhere more to the European Union 
than the "old" ones. 
 

9.11 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Growth+Resp+Reg 

The triptych principle "growth, responsibility and regulation" needs to direct the construction of the 
future Europe! 
 
The EP "is to ensure that Europe exists the crisis stronger than before and better placed to face up the 
challenges of a rapidly changing, globalised world" (Barroso 29.5.2012: 1). 
 

9.12 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\No_reform 

It is urgent to say that political leaders should not engage in an institutional or a treaty reform. The 
Lisbon Treaty is a good tool to steer against the crisis. 
 

9.13 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\CSDP++ 

The EU needs to step up and bring forward integration in the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP). 
 

9.14 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Bilateralism 

Bilateral relations need to be intensified and renewed, for instance with Poland (see Cazeneuve 
2012:2). 
 

9.15 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\No_Back-pedal 

Although the crisis challenged the MS' political system, to back-pedal and doubt the EU project, which 
has taken decades to be constructed, is out of the question (Juppé 2011). 
"Mais l'idée européenne, elle, est incontestable" (Fabius 2014: 4). 
 

9.16 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\No_security_no_prosp 

There is no prosperity without security and vice versa. 
 

9.17 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Ambitious/Coordinated_Effort 

MS' representative wants to be ambitious and bold to reach prosperity. 
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9.18 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Crisis++ 

Despite former political leaders arguing the contrary, the economic and financial crisis is still ongoing 
and has not been overcome. 
 

9.19 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\EU Deficits 

Widespread disaffection with the EU. Citizens are annoyed by decisions made by committees with no 
political mandate imposed from above (democratic deficit). Deficits in: Democracy, Transparency, 
Coordination. 
 

9.20 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\EU_failed global player 

In the face of the crisis, the EU was not up to the task of being a global player. 
 

9.21 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Relaunch EU project 

There is a need in the face of European sceptisicm to relaunch the integration process and reinforce 
the European identity. The new election of 2014 should be a further occasion to relaunch the EU. 
Relaunch the EU project and European integration also through the argument of historical continuity 
(Napolitano 3.7.2004:2). 
 
Steinbrück 2012: 
"Wir merken, dass diese Krise mehr als Geld kosten könnte, nämlich Legitimation durch die 
Bürgerinnen und Bürger. Wer die Einigung unseres Kontinents in die Zukunft fortentwickeln will, der 
braucht eine neue Begründung. (...) Europa muss sich neu konstituieren und neu erklären."  
 
EU reforms have restored trust after the crisis (Barroso 2014 Düsseldorf: 3) 
 

9.22 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\No_hesitation/Act_now  

Europe/MS cannot hesitate and must act throughly, firmly with a coherent strategy to open markets. 
 

9.23 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\EU-glob_eco_pow 

The EU holds all the necessary cards to assert itself as a global economic power. 
 

9.24 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\MS_world 

Political leaders convey the idea that they need to strengthen the world's confidence in their MS' 
economy. The EU-level remains unmentioned and is left out in this discourse. The country's 
government needs to think in the interest of the country only (e.g. Berlusconi 2010). 
 
"World" rather than "Europe" (see also speech by Sarkozy 1.12.2011: 6). 
 

9.25 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Less_damage 

There was less damage to the public finances of the euro zone than those of the US or Japan, both in 
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terms of deficit and debt. 
 

9.26 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\European_Solution/Global_Solution  

Europe overcame its financial difficulties by choosing solidarity and unity. The destiny of the EU is 
closely tied to the one of its MS. (e.g. Minister Terzi stated that the relaunch of Italy could only occur 
with the EU, but at the same time the EU can be economically relaunched through the support of Italy). 
Against this backdrop, rising "renationalisation" phenomena in several MS need to be counteracted. 
"Sovereignty can be exercised only with others". 
"Europe does not mean less sovereignty but more sovereignty because Europe means greater capacity 
for action" (Sarkozy, 1.12.2011: 4). 
 

9.27 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\FR_DE_lead 

Franco-German understanding and co-operation was key to achieve progress in European economic 
governance. 
 

9.28 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Global Governance > European Governance 

Actors call on more global unity against the crisis, but without mentioning European unity. EU MS 
plead for a strengthened global governance rather than a reinforced European governance. 
 

9.29 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Steer/Interdependence 

MS have to grab the "steering wheel" and stay focused on the track ahead, in order for ther growth 
engine not to sputter (Olli Rhen at the Italian Parliament in 2013). High political will is required (Terzi 
10.11.2011). 
MS need to progress from a rules-based governance to one based on choices and decisions, in order 
to fight the illusion that by simply and mechanically complying with technical criteria and applying 
penalty mechanisms in case of non-compliance, the crisis could be averted. 
Crisis Management system of the country needs to be strengthened in order to avoid future 
crises. 
 
"It is time for work, for investment, for enterprise" (Sarkozy, 1.12.2011: 4). 
Strong interdependencies between the MS, the progress or lack of progress of one MS is the 
achievemt or lack of achievement of Europe (Olli Rhen October 2013: 2) 
Interdependence between France and Greece (Hollande 19.2.2013). 
 

9.30 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Struct_Ref/No_complacency 

In the face of the financial crisis, structural (and sustainable) reforms need to be embraced. No room 
for complacency. 
"[...] we cannot afford to lower our guard" (Rhen January 2013: 2). 
 

9.31 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Accountability 

In times of crisis, the European Parliament, as the institution bringing together the elected 
representatives of EU citizens, needs to ensure the accountability and democratic legitimacy of the 
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economic policy coordination (see Olli Rhen 28.2.2012 Speech). 
But also accountability and responsibility of the single MS (see for instance Hollande 28.5.2013). 
 

9.32 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Support_to_ECB+€ 

The ECB is supported in its independent responsibility to ensure price stability, solidly anchor inflation 
expectations and contribute to financial stability of the euro area. Moreover, without the euro, MS 
would have all been much more vulnerable to the effects of speculative attacks. The eurozone is seen 
as "collective good" and there is a need to strengthen the ECB, since speculators won't attack "those 
who are united by a shared agenda" (e.g. Terzi 10.11.2011). 
In 2001, the European Council stated in its extraordinary conclusions after the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
that the Eurozone allowed to shelter countries from shocks associated with monetary fluctuations and 
to guarantee stability. 
 

9.33 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\No_Alternative/Whatever_it_takes 

Whatever is required will be done to ensure the stability of the euro area. 
 

9.34 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Nat_critic/No1SizeFitsAll 

Member States criticise fiscal policy recommendations and structural reforms as set by the EU, 
specifically the "one size fits all" strategy of the EU. 
 

9.35 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Pol_uncert+instability 

Political uncertainty and instability in MS holds back needed investments and recovery, risking 
moreover to "break" the Euro (see Olli Rhen 2003 at Italian Parliament: 4) + instability given that a long 
established order has disappeared (e.g. Hollande 2012). 
 

9.36 "DIVIDED IN UNITY" (2010-2014)\Divergence 

Substantial divergences exist between the EU MS in their economic growth and recovery in the face of 
the crisis. 
 

10 NoSilver Bullet 

There is not one solution to the crisis (Olli Rhen January 2013: 2). 
 

11 ++econom_integr+EU 

More economic and fiscal integration need to be encouraged. More integration entails structural 
reforms and more responsibility (see Olli Rhen 2003 at the Italian Parliament: 4). There is a peremptory 
need for "more Europe" (Terzi 10.11.2011). Furthermore, a democratic Europe needs to be built and 
more national sovereignty needs to be handed over to the EU. 
Democratic legitimacy and accountability need to be ensured through the appropriate involvement of 
national parliaments in the decision-making. Further integration of policy-making and greater pooling 
of competences accompanied by a commensurate involvement of the European Parliament (see 
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European Council Conclusions December 2012: 5). 
 

12 Incomplete_integr 

Integration in the European Union is incomplete. 
 

13 Worry+Uncertainty 

Citizens worry about the enlargement and are sceptical; uncertainty about when accession 
negotiations will end and whether the new acceding members will be fully integrated in the acquis 
communautaire. 
 
Citizens of the acceding MS worry, too: some describe the EU as a "Big brother" and the enlargement 
process as a fatality (Moscovici 2001: 4). 
 
"Where uncertainty prevails, where fear of the future is widespread and where many people’s living 
conditions have not yet improved after so many years, radicals find fertile soil for agitation with their 
nationalism, populism and finger-pointing." (Verheugen Speech Warsaw 2002:8). 
 

14 Diff_Integr 

Differentiated integration is any modality of integration or cooperation that allows States (members of 
the EU and non-members) and sub-State entities to work together in non-homogenous, flexible 
ways. 
 

14.1 Diff_Integr\Reinforced co-op_/Pioneer_Group/No_EU à la carte 

Member States that wish to be in the forefront in the process of European integration in an enlarged 
EU can form an aggregated core through reinforced co-operation. This process can lead some 
countries to more united structures of co-operation, structures that should nevertheless still be open 
to accession for other countries that could not or did not want to participate since the beginning. This 
reinforced co-operation is not an Europe à la carte with a hard core. 
 
"Those countries which want to take integration further, on a voluntary basis and on specific 
projects, must be able to do so without being held back by those who, as is their right, do not 
wish to advance so quickly" (Chirac 2000). 
 
"[...] those countries [...] which want to go further and faster. Standing together with Germany 
and France, they could form themselves into a ʿpioneer groupʾ. This group would open up the 
path [...] and, where necessary, setting up forms of cooperation outside the scope of the Treaty, 
though without calling into question the coherence and existing achievements of the Union." 
(Chirac 2000; see also Chirac 2003). 
 

14.2 Diff_Integr\Pol_Different 

Political differentiation results from the heterogeneity among Member States in the EU. 

These differences include, but are not limited to, countries' respective political systems, 
socio-economic factors, shared historical experiences as well as demographic patterns. Differentiation 
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is not synonymous to differentiated integration. 

14.3 Diff_Integr\Different speeds 

New Member States have a different speed than the old ones. Old Member States have to give 
impetus to the unification process, in order to support the common progress of all (old and new) 
Member States towards more integration. A limited period of transition arrangements is foreseen for 
the new acceding countries. 
 
Some other political statements stress that there is no (and there will not be) two-speed Europe or a 
Europe of second category ("Il n'y aura pas d'Europe à deux vitesses ni surtout d'Europe de deuxième 
catégorie" - Moscovici stated in 2001 to calm acceding Member States’ concerns).  
Moreover, the enlargement should eventually lead to a convergence between the economies of 
the old Member States and those of the new Member States. 
 

14.4 Diff_Integr\North-South confrontation 

Confrontation and differences between countries in the North and in the South of Europe 
 

14.5 Diff_Integr\Secure_Anchor/Shared_Values 

Despite Europe being divided into concentric circles, countries need to have a secure anchor to the EU 
by recognising its fundamental principles to extend the European Peace. These fundamental principles 
include but are not limited to shared values such as peace, human rights, pluralism, freedom of speech 
and stability. 
The EU should build a partnership with its neighbours, which can become an anchor for stability and 
security on the continent; the EU needs to "export stability" (Prodi 2001: 3). 
 

14.6 Diff_Integr\Modes of Diff_Integr 

Mentions regarding the shape and composition of differentiated integration belong here.  
If spokespeople talk about a "core europe", "different speeds" or a "founding Europe" those 
expressions seem worth belonging here.  
 
e.g.: Fischer (2000): "Delor's idea is that a "federation of nation-states", comprising the six founding 
states of the European Community, should conclude a "treaty within the treaty" with a view to making 
far-reaching reforms in the European institutions.". 
 

14.7 Diff_Integr\Policy_Mix 

Member States are very different among each other and their specific needs require according to the 
European Commission a policy mix. 
 

14.8 Diff_Integr\DIVERSITY=STRENGTH 

Diversity within the EU as an asset and a strength. 
 

14.9 Diff_Integr\Flex 
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Some countries cooperate more, some less in specific areas, according to their capabilities. 
 
Flexibility is also an important principle for some countries in the face of the Euroarea crises (see for 
instance Hollande 30.8.2014). 
 

15 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004)  

Political Unity corresponds to the ideal goal of a European Union as a political community based on 
shared rights and obligations of membership. 
 

15.1 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Converge+Adjust 

The Union should support efforts of applicant countries to adjust and transform their systems to 
encourage convergence. 
 

15.2 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \EU=global player 

EU is a capable player on the global stage (e.g. in exporting democracy, see speech by Prodi 2004: 5). 
Europe will be able to play a decisive part in the shaping of politics if there is a lasting guarantee of 
stability, security and peace (Verheugen 2001: 3). 
Given the 9/11 terrorist attacks of 2001, the EU needs to be strong and sure of its values to encourage 
stability, security and prosperity in a world that is "less stable, less predictable and more frigthening" 
(Prodi 2001: 3). 
The EU as "a democratic and globally engaged Europe" European Council Conclusions of December 
2001: 20. 
 

15.3 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \EU++democr++transp++accountab 

European citizens need to become the real sovereigns of Europe and hence to be involved in 
decision-making through public debate and active citizenship (see European Council Conclusions of 
December 2004: 6).  
This should go along with a clearer division of powers at the EU level. 
"Accountability to the European Parliament is a crucial part of out evolving European democracy" - 
Strong partnership between the Commission and the EP is envisaged (Olli Rhen 2004:2). 
"European institutions must be brought closer to its citizens" European Council Conclusions of 
December 2001: 20. 
The European Union is not a "Club" (Verheugen Speech in Warsaw 2003: 4). 
 

15.4 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \EU=pow_increase 

The European Project is regarded as a factor in the increase of the MS' power (e.g. Chirac 2000). 
"L'union fait la force" (Chirac 2000 in Strasbourg) and vice versa (Verheugen Speech in Warsaw 2003: 
4). 
 

15.5 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \We_vs_I/1voice 

Member States can no longer face the challenges of the new centuries alone. They need to speak with 
one voice. 
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"If we want to play a role in relation to the outside world we have to be "we"". (Amato 2001) On the 
same line of united we stand, divided we fall. "L'Union européenne doit parler d'une meme voix" 
(Fabius 2014: 3). 
"One Europe" informal European Council Athens Declaration April 2003: 2. 
 

15.6 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Confidence_Crisis 

European citizens no longer (for "old" Member States) or do not (for "new" Member States) believe 
that they extract substantial individual benefits from their country's EU membership. 
 

15.7 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Miracle/Dream/Hist_Event/SuccessStory 

The EU project as a miraculous result, given the numerous challenges encountered along the way.  
The reunification of the European continent by peaceful means can be considered a miracle, a dream 
or an historic event. 
 
"Our achievement is unique" Informal European Council Athens Declaration April 2003: 1. 
 
"The European Union is a success story" European Council Conlusions of December 2001: 19. 
 
Jürgen Schröder MEP 2003:  
"I am fully aware how carefully the term 'historic' ought to be used. But there are situations where it 
would be a mistake to ignore the actual dimension of events, and we are faced today with one such 
situation with historic consequences." . 
 
 

15.8 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Deeper_Integr 

Actor considers deeper/reinforced integration necessary for a better functioning of the EMU and the 
Union's acquis, especially after the enlargement of 2004. "More Europe" and "More Union" needed 
(see Prodi 2004:7). 
After the introduction of the single currency and the enlargement, integration needs to be increased 
(European Council Conclusion of December 2001). 
 

15.9 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Int_Ref/Fear_of_Overstretch/Lack_of_Preparation 

The EU institutions need to be reinforced and reformed as a logical precondition for further 
enlargement. ("A real sense of urgency. We must act now!" regarding reforms - Barroso, Speech at 
UNICE, 2004: 3). 
This notion stresses the importance of reform against an otherwise inevitable EU overstretch and can 
be interpreted as a counter narrative. Criticism towards an unprepared EU and inadequate reforms are 
mentioned in these speeches as well.  
 

15.10 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Teamwork 

The actor states that success in the European Union can only be reached through teamwork. Europe 
means to join forces to face tomorrow's challenges (Verheugen 2002: 5). 
MS need to cut through short-sighted sectoral or national interests and fight for the "bigger picture - a 
dynamic and competitive continent" (Barroso 2004, Speech at UNICE: 4). 
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15.11 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Common_Gov 

Economic co-operation in the EU calls for a common government. 
 

15.12 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \No_different_No2ndClass 

"[...] our aim is to make a success of enlargement on terms that are acceptable to all sides. There 
cannot and will not be such a thins as second-class membership!" (Verheugen 2002: 3). 
Negotiation processes with candidate countries in preparation for the enlargement that took place in 
2004 proceded without differentiation between the single countries. Moreover, the new MS are on the 
same/eye level as the old ones. 
 

15.13 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \No_Other_Alternative 

This is true for statements that assess the (geo-) political role of either the European Union or the 
acceding member states as unfavourable, undesirable or at best not ideal but leave the respective 
option of enlargement/EU accession as the only viable option due to a lack of alternative plans, 
historic, economic or social forces.  These statements have a positive connotation: there is no other 
alternative to the enlargement of the EU and the consequent reunification of the European continent. 
The European enlargement is indispensable! 
 
e.g.:  
Fischer 2000:  "no serious alternative to eastward enlargement [after 1989]"  
Kaczynski 2001: "We are (...) in a situation where there is no alternative to the union" 
Moscovici 2001: "l'élargissement est indispensable" 
 

15.14 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Hist_Responsibilty+moral_duty  

Statements that assess further integration or enlargement as a matter of historic responsibility.  
Therefore, eastern enlargement must take place due to the historic role of Eastern European nations 
and the suffering brought upon their people. Similar approach regarding institutional reform of the EU. 
 
e.g. Schuman (1963): "We owe them the example of a unified, fraternal Europe" (In: Fischer (2000)).  
 

15.15 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Scepticism_integr 

For those statements that view an increase of political, legislative or economic integration as 
unfavourable and instead prefer a European Union as it is or with a heavily reduced amount of 
institutional burdens (-> EU-Scepticism). 
 
 

15.16 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \No_pol_discount 

No political discount will be granted to new EU members, who have to fulfil the high conditions of the 
EU. New MS have to respect the "rules of the game" of the European Union (Chirac's speech at the EP 
in 2000). 
"[...]both sides agree that we are negotiating full integration, and not part-membership. Both sides 



14 

realise that this means transitional rules for individual countries" (Verheugen 2002 Warsaw: 1) 
 

15.17 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Peace_Prosperity_Security  

The EU can guarantee prosperity, security, democracy. This includes also the "Wider Europe", i.e. the 
EU's neighbourhood (European Council Conclusions 2003: 14). 
 
The EU enlargement of 2004 will guarantee economic prosperity for the EU (see Speech De Villepin 
2003:1). Also in the face of the Euro crisis and a changing globalised world, the EU is called upon to 
assume increased responsibilities and maintain international peace and security (European Council 
Conclusions December 2012: 8). 
 

15.18 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Nat_Benefit  

EU countries as well as acceding countries will profit from enlargement.  
 
Closely tied to economic prosperity, this label is meant for phrases weighing accession and further 
integration from a perspective of individual national interests and a "loss and win frame". 
 
e.g.:  "Staying outside [of the European] union would mean the weakening of Poland's role 
internationally" (Hübner 2002).  
 

15.19 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Europ_Constitution 

Strong belief in Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe. The Constitution is needed inter alia to 
establish a European citizenship and thus reinforce the European identity. The Constitution will also - 
according to its supporters - solve the major challenges that the enlargement entails. 
The Constitution is an "historic step forward in the process of integration" (European Council 
Conclusions ST 10679: 2) 
 
Background information: Conferences of representatives of the governments of the member states are 
convened to discuss and agree EU treaty changes. These meetings are also known as 
'intergovernmental conferences' (IGCs). 
2004 IGC 
The IGC launched in October 2003 discussed the "draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for 
Europe" which had been prepared by the European Convention. 
The constitution, which was signed by EU leaders in October 2004, was meant to replace all existing 
treaties with one text. 
It was not ratified by all EU countries and did not enter into force. 
Before the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, this was the only procedure for treaty revision. 
It is now called the 'ordinary revision procedure'. 
 

15.20 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Future_Enlarg 

Actor envisages future further enlargement and access of new members to the EU (e.g. Turkey in 
speech by De Villepin 2002). 
 
Joan Vallvé, MEP (2003):  
"I believe that the European Union must manage and improve this relationship, and promote 
cross-border cooperation between the Balkan countries, as a method of preparing them for their 
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future integration into the European Union.". 
 
"Candidacies will continue to be assessed on their own merits, in accordance with the principle of 
differentiation" (European Council Conclusions of December 2001: 3). 
 

15.21 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \Ever_Closer_Union 

Prosperity and Peace in the EU after enlargement. Only an enlarged EU can bring stability to the 
European continent. Enlargement will open up many types of advantages to the MS (Verheugen 2001: 
4). 
The euro is also helping to bring the citizens of the Union closer together "by giving visible, concrete 
expression to the European design" (European Council Conclusions of December 2001). 
Enlargement=success of the enlargement process, which is "irreversible" (ibid.). 
 

15.22 "UNITED IN DIVERSITY" (2000-2004) \EU=Home/Family 

Actor defines EU as "Home" and/or "Family" 
 
 
 


